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Fran: g onn §. Qinietian 

To: O'Hara, MicQuire & Hestel 

Tkj Harold Weisberg; possible copyright violations, unauthorised use of. 
s ai d material by Q3S-7V 


(opyright protection of literary properties is covered by a myriad of well- 
establisked s tntntes. 3n Lie. cost?, of Harold Weisberg* s original efforts of 
research and. writing, there cocoes into play several unique aspects of what 
toe. must nec es sarily continue. as being legally protected, wholly^proprietary 
and original writing. 

Weesberg* s concept and approach into the. investigation, of the murder. of (John 
F. Kennedy La entinely his own; no other. original uniting, etc. has p receded 
his copyrighted efforts. His thesis is embodied in. the generic title, of his 
works, WHDT/jiASH; Weisberg* s disection of available investigative ma terial. 
in the Motional Archives has produced wholly original theories from sources 
that are absolutely devoid of such collated conclusions. 

There arises the question of whether or not these theories or conclusions are 
(or can be) covered under existing copyright Iowa. 3 deduce they can, for the 
manner in uhich his material has been misappropriated indicates a combination of 
abject ignorance of the pertaining laws and thoroughly tortious intent to misuse 
Weisberg 1 s investigative efforts to his own great detriment, academically and 
financially. ( Should a political motivation have been inherent in these 
this should in no way influence his honorable, legal recourse through the courts . ) 


As a gesture toward creating a public dialogue about the truth concerning the 
assassination, Weisberg submitted his copyrighted manuscripts and finished books 
to nearly every major, news media group in the country, inciiding QiS-TV. 3n many 
cases, the preliminary responses were most positive; ultimately, the decisions 
went against any sort of direct association with either Weisberg or his theories 
about the handling of all aspects of the investigation. Weisberg was anethema; but 
the fruits of his singular, efjforts useful. 

As our file material so indicates, (flS executives knowingly had in their possess ion 
Harold Weisberg* s copyrighted works. The normal procedure in handling original 
material, such as scripts, manuscripts, program concepts, etc., is to have the 
suhmiton sign an option/ release document. QBS did not request, non did Weisberg 
■sign any such docunent, which would allow' (fiS-TV to use or utilise any element/ s) 
of this submitted material. 


During the course of their faun-pant series in fune, (fiS-Tl did two incongruous 
things: Ch. its "Billboard", uhich was the design it used as the backdrop to open 
each show, there appeared a layout of books by the " critics ". This 
Harold Weisberg* s WH3TQVASH books most prominently, thereby identifying him as 
having the bona fide stature of a "legitimate** critic. Ch the other hand, during 




j iixe. cou/UiZ. o( £ he. desiLed, ike. p/ioduazA* Inhte/iuLewed (on f^Um) ouMuoaa £jx&t&Ln 
and. Lane, and ignoned Weidbeng; thid in iddelf would ondinanily conididude an 
edi denial on pnoducdion decLiion; bud. ike accompanying dialogue, amounted do 
domedhing elde endineLy. 

Lin Weidbeng' d Hr page dneadide on dke midude, abode and note of. (JS' dneadmend 
of dke dubgecd madden, he cited inmiddakeable examples of whene (JUS uded hid 
omginal copynigkded theonied and concludiond, dingulanly colLaded by Weidbeng. 

Thene dimply Li no odken bounce fnom thick dkede pondiond of dke (JS dcnipd migkd 
have oniginoded; Q8S in food uded dke blanked addnibudion "the cnidicd day dkad!', 
uAen in food dke cnidicd en dodo day veny liddLe in unLooru 

So, dke pnimany legal poind do be eddablidhed fon (JLend Weidbeng Li ukedken on 
nod fBS-TV heidted hLi omginal madenial ; dkene Li, howeven, anodken, mone diLcky, 
legal queddion inkenends Did (JS f diddondion of dkede unaddnibuded "dkeonLed" 
comdidude any hind of blanked on dinecded dlanden, libel, on oud-and-oud fnaiL7 
On hLi ( file) ledden do (BS Heua ?nedidend kickand Saiand (7/28/67), Weidbeng Li 
maid explicit. in negandd dkede embanadding queddiond. 3n duo nedponde Leddem, 

Q^ 1 logoi nepd, Bnooka, (enckd and Duyen, ( 8/ I6-I7/67) one eludive aboud dke gnandr 
ing of cnedanee dp Weidbeng' d ddinging aLLegadioni aboud (BS' obJUgadiond unden 
-th & /(( "equal dime " pnovidion, do day nodking of hLi napping dke didhonon Q IS 
haa led cendain pnoducdion. execudived being on dke home. 

Whadeven, dke end neould of (BS' bekavion dowand VleLibeng km wnoughd gnead pemon- 
al and pnofeddional damage do dke mem. and hLi family; while money cannod be dke 
pnenequidide fan condempladLng ouch a law dull ad may be in ddone, dkene none-dke- 
leoo mmd be a demand fan oubodnndial damaged; 3 duggedt, dince equal dime Li nod 
do be expected, dkad dke dun dodal of faun hound of pnime evening aindime ad dke 
higkedd pnemiun node (J8S would normally change be doughd ad an equitable claim; if, 
ad 3 now dudpecd, dkene may aldo be ovendoneiof anbibnudd infnacdioni (neddnaint of 
dnade, unfain medkodi, etc. ), dken dhid figune dkould be bnipLed. 3 believe we one 
talking in dke neighbonkood of pnimany damaged ad $3-k Million. 

Ad dke file fundken indicaded dkene one a whole denied of duidd dkad migkd be {il°d 
on gnoundi of libel, dlanden, and plagianLan, edc. 3 n my opinion, howeven, dke mood 
efficient counoe of acdion would be do concendnade on maddive development of dke 
bnoadedd, mood incidioe evidential cade poooible againot Q 3 S, confnond them utidk 
ounpodidion, demand an oudrof-cound debblemenb, dken dunn do dke odhem fonnedneeo. 
OdkenuLde, we would be dpneading oun dime and nedounced fan too thin. 

Ad dUctUded ad dke o added, no legal acdion id cortdempladed undil often Jannidon'd 
pnoceedingd one completed in New OnJLeam, unledd, of coume, (ouidel would deem id 
jdicrfepLoaUy. cuL/ca/utageoiLd* 



